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Welcome to the Global Evacuation & Re-population Initiative.
You have 4 days to say goodbye to your loved ones.
SYNOPSIS
An asteroid has destroyed Earth, and Commander Katz is piloting one of the
last surviving ships across space in a desperate journey to save humanity.
Everything is going alright, until he gets a message from his dead wife.
Struggling with his failing mission, he tries to figure out the message and
find hope in the emptiness of space.
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
This film is the first of a trilogy about individuals surviving total global
devastation. I’ve long wondered about how people would face the challenges
of near-futile missions, and what would happen to their psychological
stability after long periods alone. Astronaut explores the life of one man
as he dreams of the wife he left behind, and imagines her as a voice of
the universe with a message to change his mission. There is a blending of
dreams with reality, and the astronaut experiences his world as distant voices
and lost love. This film is about trying to find hope in the face of futility.
PRODUCTION
The production team has worked together on ten short films. This project
was created over the holidays in Boston, MA during the winter of 2016-17.
Using an empty art gallery, we built our space ship and outfitted our cast.
Filming with a small crew, our lead actor lived inside the ship and reacted
to new situations during the process of filming. We kept the process very
open, allowing the actors and camera team to respond to the space and the
evolving emotional state of our journey.

FILMMAKERS
Matthew is Professor and Chair of Digital Filmmaking at Lesley University. He is half of the
artist team Harvey Loves Harvey, who are represented by Gallery Kayafas in Boston. He is the
Publisher Emeritus of the art magazine Big Red & Shiny.

In 2013 he released his award-winning documentary film 16 Photographs At Ohrdruf, which won

Best of Fest at the G.I. Film Festival, Best Documentary at Chain NYC and Best Cinematography

at the Boston International Film Festival. The documentary has been screened internationally,

and was released in German and French-language versions. It has international distribution,
including Amazon and Hulu.
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In 2015 he released Dysopticon (also co-created with Manning and Coshow) which screened

at Chain NYC. Also that year he launched a new film program at the Lesley University College
of Art & Design. He lives in Boston with his wife and two cats.

James Manning is an artist and curator with a long history in the arts community of Boston.
For more than twenty years, James has curated dozens of exhibitions and he has designed
and installed hundreds of exhibits for many of Boston’s alternative arts venues, galleries and

museums. Building on his childhood obsession of dismantling and reverse engineering the
family television, VCR and stereo, he focuses working on new media and technology based
exhibits.

James is also a producer, videographer and editor, working with artists, galleries and museums
to capture, present and document artistic experiences. He has produced and directed short

films for the Boston 48 Hour Film Project and recently co-created the short films Dysopticon
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and Astronaut (with Nash and Coshow).

As an artist, he has exhibited and performed in numerous galleries, art festivals and public
art venues. His current work involves using his collection of vintage video game systems to
generate 8-bit imagery and sound.

James lives in South Boston with his girlfriend and two cats.

Rob found his love of photography with a cereal box prize 110 camera at age 7. Now 35, he

has turned that love into a career after pursuing photography in high school and graduating
magna cum laude from the Art Institute of Boston. Creating images for ad agencies and other

high-end clients, his visually multi-lingual approach includes many different styles, techniques
and treatments to meet his client’s needs.

As a professional artist, Rob has exhibited in Boston, New York City, Kansas, Zhaoqing China,
New Delhi, The Netherlands and Novobirisk Russia.

Based out of Boston, Massachusetts, Rob is ready to travel across the globe for any client, for
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any shot, at any time.

THE CAST

ANDREW KATZ

as commander katz

LILIA VOLODINA
as geri11

JAMES MANNING

as geri7

ALICIA TURBITT
as mindy

ANGELA MITTIGA
as captain stark

BECKY BETTENCOURT

as the voice of the system
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